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Key Stage 2





Beyond KS2:
Reading and writing Reading at key stage 3 should be wide, varied and challenging. Pupils should be expected to read whole books, to read in 
depth and to read for pleasure and information. Pupils should continue to develop their knowledge of and skills in writing, refining their 
drafting skills and developing resilience to write at length. They should be taught to write formal and academic essays as well as writing 
imaginatively. They should be taught to write for a variety of purposes and audiences across a range of contexts. This requires an increasingly 
wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Opportunities for teachers to enhance pupils’ vocabulary will arise naturally from their reading 
and writing. Teachers should show pupils how to understand the relationships between words, how to understand nuances in meaning, and 
how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative language. Pupils should be taught to control their speaking and writing 
consciously, understand why sentences are constructed as they are and to use Standard English. They should understand and use age-
appropriate vocabulary, including linguistic and literary terminology, for discussing their reading, writing and spoken language. This involves 
consolidation, practice and discussion of language. It is important that pupils learn the correct grammatical terms in English and that these 
terms are integrated within teaching. Teachers should build on the knowledge and skills that pupils have been taught at key stage 2. Decisions 
about progression should be based on the security of pupils’ linguistic knowledge, skills and understanding and their readiness to progress to 
the next stage. Pupils whose linguistic development is more advanced should be challenged through being offered opportunities for increased 
breadth and depth in reading and writing. Those who are less fluent should consolidate their knowledge, understanding and skills, including 
through additional practice.

KS3 National Curriculum Programme of Study

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/244215/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_English2.pdf
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